
 
 

From: "Karl Righter" <karl@righter.com>
To: "Karl Righter" <karl@righter.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 19, 2009 4:38 PM
Subject: Conqueror Weekly - December 14, 2009 - big year-end issue!

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
December 14, 2009                                                           Karl Righter, DTM, Editor 
 

 
Installing officer Scott Hoehn, DTM, incoming president Chris Rainaldi, EVP Nathan Meloon, 
VP of Public Relations Marlee Ward, and secretary Paula Hickman, CTM. Not in attendance: 
VP of Membership Dana Kowen, Treasurer Enon Winkler, & Sgt-at-Arms Christine Sheridan 
 

Awards & Installation Party caps great term!  
 
Our new officers for the Spring term January 1st through June 30th were installed 
Monday night at our big year-end Awards & Installation Holiday Party. Chris Rainaldi,  
our incoming president, will lead our new board, which features three returning officers  
and five new ones. Here is your new executive board:  
 

President:  Chris Rainaldi 
EVP:  Nathan Meloon 
VP/Membership:  Dana Kowen 
VP/Public Relations: Marlee Ward  
Webmaster/Monthly Editor:  Jerome Kalisz, ATM-G 
Secretary: Paula Hickman, CTM 
Treasurer: Enon Winkler 
Sergeant-at-Arms:  Christine Sheridan 
Weekly Editor:  Troy Sands, CC 
 

District 84 Lt. Governor of Education & Training Scott Hoehn, DTM presided over the 
installation and challenged the new team to continue our club’s pursuit of another  
President’s Select Club designation.  Outgoing president Troy Sands, CC delivered the  
keynote address, a combination of the traditional “Orchids & Onions” term recap and an  
inspirational message entitled “Just Do It!”  He also presided over the semi-annual awards  
(see below). Jerome Kalisz, ATM-G, led a lively edition of our traditional 12 Nights of  
Conquerors.  22 members and guests attended, and 17 participated in the dinner. 
 

 
Award winners: Mitesh Smart, Chris Rainaldi, Susan Culey, Gino D’Arco, & Karl Righter, DTM 
 

Semi-Annual awards honor individual contributions  
 
For 56 years, Orlando Conquerors has been one of the most decorated clubs in all of  
Toastmasters International. We have consistently been a President’s Distinguished Club,  
and were once ranked #1 in the world in 1999.   
 
These achievements were made possible by the efforts of individual members, and 
Monday night, the brightest stars from this past administration were honored in a special  
awards ceremony presided over by outgoing president Troy Sands, CC. 
 
Following are the six awards presented: 



 
Cameron Lusk Outstanding Toastmaster Award: Karl Righter, DTM 
Fireball Trophy (most weekly wins of this discretionary award): Mitesh Smart 
The Bull Trophy (for excellence in communications): Karl Righter, DTM 
The Demosthenes Award (most improved Toastmaster): Susan Culey 
Bullseye Trophy (for consistently hitting the mark): Chris Rainaldi 
Fun & Pun Award (most weekly wins of this discretionary award): Gino D’Arco 
 

Congratulations to these deserving members.  And happy holidays!  See you January 4th! 
 

 

 
Program line-up – January 4, 2010 
 
Here is the schedule so far for the first meeting of the new year, January 4th.  To  
volunteer for a role, please e-mail EVP Nathan Meloon (<wnmeloon@yahoo.com>).  
 

Toastmaster: Mitesh Smart   
 

Theme:  Resolutions  
 
Pledge:  Christine Sheridan  
 
Educational Moment: (need volunteer) 
Table Topics Master:  Troy Sands  
 
Speaker #1:  Chris Rainaldi  
Speaker #2:  Cheng Chung Chow 
Speaker #3:  Karl Righter, DTM 
Speaker #4:  David Toro 

 
Master Evaluator:      
 

Evaluator #1:  Brenda DeArmond 
Evaluator #2:  Sheldon Kagel 
Evaluator #3:  (need volunteer) 
Evaluator #4:  (need volunteer) 
 
Ah Counter: Nathan Meloon 
Timer:  (need volunteer)      
Grammarian:  Marlee Ward 
Vote Counter:  Christine Sheridan 

 
 

 
Calendar of Events (mark your planners) 

 
• December 21 & 28 – No Meetings – Holiday break 
 
• January 4, 2010 – First meeting of the new term 
 
 

 
Toastmaster Chatter 

 
• The Culey-Burke connection! – Did you know Susan Culey lives in the same  
lakefront home in South Orlando that celebrity Delta Burke grew up in? 
 

 

 
“Notable Quotes” - The Best of 2009 
 

“I don’t think I drank enough wine during 2008” – Barbara Bergstrom, DTM  
reflecting on her one regret of 2008  
 
Quote from Gino D’Arco’s hilarious Icebreaker 1/12: “When my medication’s label  
would warn ‘do not take with alcohol,’  I knew that would be a good time!” 
 
“Tonight, this award is a ‘Bulls-eye-o-u!” - president Mitesh Smart, after handing  
a hastily scribbled note in lieu of the usual Bullseye ribbon to winner Mike Tuazon 
 
“We choose our joys, and our sorrows, long before we experience them. Choose  
wisely, Toastmasters!” - Karl Righter’s invocation, paraphrasing Kahil Gibran, 
author of The Prophet 
 
“That was for demonstration purposes only!” - John Todero, Uh Counter, explaining  
his ‘uh’ while explaining his role 
 
“You can get anything you want, if you help enough other people get what they want!”  



- Alicia Cook, quoting Zig Ziglar during her speech on selling 

 
“Jim tried the Equestrian diet. After three months of riding every other day, the  
horse lost 100 pounds.” - Karl Righter, DTM 

 
“Travel is going somewhere different from where you are.” - Speaker Sheldon Kagel,  
clearing up one of life’s big conundrums 
 
“Don’t you dare take my picture!” - ugly sweater award winner Nancy Humberson  
to club photographer and main squeeze Scott Hoehn, DTM 
 
“You may not be able to change the world, but you can change your part of the  
world.” - Karl Righter, quoting Mother Teresa 
 
“I know a pretty girl when I see one!” - Honorary Life Member Earl K. Wood, DTM 
 
“Give a man a fish and he’ll eat for a day. Teach a man how to fish and he’ll  
sit in a boat and drink beer all day.” - Troy Sands, from his contest speech  
‘Fishing for an elusive dream.’ 
 
“If you are what you do, then when you don’t, you aren’t!” - Karl Righter, DTM,  
quoting Dr. Wayne Dyer  
 
“You return control of the meeting, you don’t turn over the lectern!” - Barbara  
Bergstrom, DTM, during her Educational Moment on protocol  
 
“Here’s your beer!” - Crowne Plaza server, helping President Mitesh Smart  
launch the St. Patty’s theme meeting with a ‘direct-to-lectern’ delivery 
 
“One less drunk!” - Master Evaluator Scott Hoehn, DTM, explaining the difference  
between an Irish Wedding and an Irish Wake 

 
“Karl teaches a workshop called ‘How to win your audience with bombproof humor.’ 
Tonight, we saw what happens when someone pulls the pin!” - Scott Hoehn, DTM 
 
“I’ve won the Most Improved Award four weeks in a row.  I guess I started out pretty  
bad.” - Alicia Cook. 
 
“Why, does it have termites?” - Karl Righter, DTM, responding to Master Evaluator  
Scott Hoehn’s request to hear from the back table 
 
“It’s working!” - Ad lib from the audience after Toastmaster Bruce Gould, DTM 
announced “I’m just up here killing time while we wait for dinner 
 
“A truck driver is now referred to as a Product Mobility Specialist!” - Gino D’Arco, 
during Table Topics, explaining the new politically correct culture of society 
 
“My worst job?  As a life guard in a car wash!” - Karl Righter, DTM, during  
Table Topics 
 
“Within a few days, mushrooms were growing inside my car.” - speaker Michael  
Tuazon, explaining what happens when your first, low-budget car leaks 
 
“After 42 years, it’s about time!” - president Mitesh Smart, during awards,  
after presenting the Most Improved ribbon to Karl Righter, DTM 
 
“If it smells, change it, watch what you say, and if the Mom is happy, everyone  
is happy!” - Andrew Hebert, providing tips during his speech about parenting 
 
“We will now commence with the award-giving-outing.” - President Mitesh Smart 
 
“Carnivore!” - Karl Righter, DTM, responding after George Surry described in  
graphic detail eating a chocolate Easter Bunny head first, during Table Topics 
 
“I get the same three questions all the time: How tall are you? Did you play  
basketball? Are you a model?” - Michelle Robinson, recounting during her  
speech the trade-offs of being tall. “It’s crazy! I don’t ask short people if they  
play miniature golf!” 
 
“Tiffany, if I’m the best man, why are you marrying him?” - Gino D’Arco, posing  
a question during his speech that he plans to ask during a wedding toast for  
his friends 
 
“Recoil!” - Chris Rinaldi, during Table Topics, explaining what a Navy Seal feels  
when he shoots a terrorist 
 
“Real estate got into trouble when mortgage companies started giving mortgages  
to anyone who could fog a mirror!” - Brenda DeArmond, DTM, during her speech  
about the real estate industry 
 
“When I feel bad, I come to work so I can use my sick days to have fun!” - Alicia  
Cook during Table Topics 
 
“For some, not laughing at their own joke could rob them of their only laugh!” 
- Karl Righter, DTM during Table Topics, apparently speaking from experience 



 
“I like a good fight-to-the-finish! Maybe that’s why I’m not married! - Brenda  
DeArmond, DTM during Table Topics 
 
“It’s as though we lived in a house whose bricks were being systematically  
replaced, one by one, until we had a completely new house!” - Karl Righter, DTM, 
from his speech Mind over Matter, providing an analogy of how our bodies  
replace every cell and atom in our bodies every twelve months 
 
“It got so hot in Las Vegas one day I cooked a frozen burrito on the dashboard  
of my car! - Scott Hoehn, DTM, Table Topics Master 
 
“I once walked into a bar with a large piece of asphalt under my arm.  I said to  
the bartender ‘I’d like a drink, and also one for the road!’” - Karl Righter, DTM, 
Toastmaster of the Evening 
 
“Uncle Sam doesn’t take kindly to having legally blind fighter pilots in cockpits” 
- speaker Troy Sands, explaining why his dream of becoming a fighter pilot didn’t  
come true 
 
“Dogs are not a runner’s best friends.” - Heather Griffith, during Table Topics  
 
“It’s actually between Iraq and a hard place!” - Paula Hickman, answering 
Jerome Kalisz’s Table Topics question “Iraq, or Iran?” 
 
“At a certain point in life, you have to listen to your mother!” - Michelle Robinson, 
from her speech “How to test drive a new community” 
 
“Speaking of Superman, why does he stand there and take a number of bullets 
from a criminal, then duck when the crook throws the empty gun at him?” 
- Scott Hoehn, DTM 

 
“If the world was a logical place, men would ride horses sidesaddle!” - Karl 
Righter, DTM, offering a quote from comedian Stephen Wright  
 
“You’ve been hanging around Jordan Camenker too long!” - Paula Hickman, CTM, 
responding to Master Evaluator Jerome Kalisz’s politically correct introduction of  
her as Paula Hickperson 
 
“I just look at you and I want to laugh!” - President Mitesh Smart, awarding  
the weekly Fun & Pun Award to Jerome Kalisz, ATM-G 
 
“I think we have one of the most seriously overqualified vote counters in the  
history of our club!” - Jerome Kalisz, ATM-G, referring to Honorary Life Member  
Karl Righter, DTM 
 
“Running 100 miles is a great way to lose five pounds!” - Heather Griffith, from 
her second manual speech about training for an Ultra Marathon 
 
“Do I get free refills?” - Scott Hoehn, DTM, upon receiving the first Ambassador  
Cup 
 
“My brain crashed today!” - Nancy Humberson, explaining her labored Table Topics  
response 
 
“During my term as District Governor, I tried to fire an Area Governor and he just  
laughed at me. He said, you can’t fire me...I’m not doing anything!” - Karl Righter,  
DTM, during his keynote address on leadership 
 
“Too much drinking over the 4th!” - Dana Kowen, Toastmaster of the Evening,  
after forgetting to call on the back table 
 
“George Washington, because he was reported to have slept everywhere!”  
- Paula Hickman, answering the Table Topics question ‘who was the father of  
our country?’ 
 
“I flew Eastern Airlines a lot.” - Karl Righter, answering the question of why he  
made over 300 parachute jumps in his earlier years 
 
“You got pot!” - Speaker Michael Tuazon, quoting his surprised mother after  
he returned home 30 pounds heavier years ago 
 
“We wore hats back in the 50s because we only washed our hair once a week!” 
- Brenda DeArmond, DTM 

 
“We’re not having a guest speaker...we’re having mashed potatoes.” - Barbara  
Bergstrom, DTM, from her Educational Moment on Toastmasters protocol 
 
“I’m looking at my blind date, waiting for my beer goggles to adjust, and they  
just wouldn’t!” - Gino D’Arco, from his entertaining speech about dating 
 
“My first occupation was as a professional drinker!” - Chris Rainaldi 
 
“Beauty is only a light switch away!” - Karl Righter 



 
“My wife is very pregmatic. I’d look at her funny and she’d get pregnant!”  
- Mitesh Smart, trying to work in the word of the day, pragmatic 
 
“I was always getting in trouble as a kid.  I had an unauthorized garage sale  
in the front yard one morning while my parents slept in!” - Enon Winker, 
from his Icebreaker 
 
“Do these stairs go up, or down? And what time is the midnight buffet?” 
- Toastmaster Troy Sands, recounting some of the inane questions he heard  
on his recent cruise 
 
“He was clearly the worst speaker in the club, and what was even worse, he  
had perfect attendance!” - Karl Righter, from his speech ‘The Serial Speaker’ 
 
“If I had checked my e-mails, I wouldn’t be the only guy wearing a suit tonight!”  
- Master Evaluator Jason Davis, unaware of the casual cruising theme 

 
“When Mitesh Smart was young, he was handsome and strong. Obviously time  
has taken its toll!” - Rick Hudnett, providing an example of an acceptable jab  
from his informative talk on how to conduct a Celebrity Roast 

 
“I learned you can have a crush on an older woman when you are five and it  
won’t go anywhere!” - Karl Righter, DTM, answering the Table Topics question  
‘what I learned in kindergarten’ 
 
“Stink bombs! Kick Me signs!” - Dana Kowen, explaining why she might have  
been considered a rebellious student in school 
 
"I knew that I was going to get at least third place because there were only two  
other people in the race." - Gino D’Arco 
 
“I was angry that the pills that they gave me years ago in the military, to take my  
mind off women, were just now starting to kick in.” - Karl Righter, DTM, from his  
contest speech about getting old 
 
“That’s our third banner. We lost about eight, didn’t we? That must be at least our  
fourth banner.” - Earl K. Wood, DTM, showing off his Tax Collector’s math skills  
during his keynote speech 
 
“Ding!” - Bill deAquinos, dinging himself during his second manual speech 
 
“You can leave your underwear at the door!” - Jessica Guthrie, ATM, noting that  
one of the school supplies kids need most is underwear 
 
“Hey, this is the real stuff!” - Scott Hoehn, DTM, upon sampling Toastmaster  
Nancy Humberson’s lectern stash of Jim Beam 
 
“Ask not for whom the glass tolls, for it tolls for thee!” - Uh Counter Jerome  
Kalisz, ATM-G, going Shakespearian in his favorite functionary role 
 
“The SPF sunscreen I applied turned out to be Super Puffer Fish oil that Dolphins  
find arrousing!” - Mitesh Smart, from his Tall Tale 
 
“I’ll bet he applied that lotion on Porpoise!” - Karl Righter, DTM 
 
“Beat the casinos?  I can’t even beat a speeding ticket!” - Gino D’Arco, during  
Table Topics 
 
“It’s great to finally visit our sister club, 1066, the other big gun in town!” 
- Greg Whiteside, visiting member of our sister club, The Winter Park Toastmasters 

 
“I have no Vulcan idea!” - Gino D’Arco, (AKA “Spock”) responding to one of Jerome  
Kalisz’s Terror Topics during the Halloween Theme Meeting 
 
“BOAT...that stands for bring on another thousand!” - Scott Hoehn, DTM, from his  
winning speech on the joys of boat ownership 
 
“And now for the general meeting evaluation from your scatterbrained Master Evaluator!” 
- Susan Culey, using self-deprecating humor in her Fireball-winning role as Master 
Evaluator 
 
“When I got through with them, you got them!” - Bill deAquinos, during his evaluation 
of Barbara Bergstrom, DTM, referring to the irony that he once worked in Hospice and  
Barbara in a cemetery 
 
“...by the swimmers being swept out to sea!” - Michael Tuazon, answering the question  
“how can you see where a rip current is at the beach?” 
 
“Mom bought a 20-lb turkey. It took 14 hours to cook, so we never had turkey that  
Thanksgiving.” - Marlee Ward, during Table Topics 
 
“I’ve had many challenges during my long 18-year life.” - Student Nathan Meloon 
responding to a Table Topics question 






